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THE COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL HOCKEY 


As a result of publicity surrounding Team Canada’s partici- 
pation at the World Championships in Vienna in May 1977, 
the Honourable lona Campagnolo, Minister of State, Fitness 
and Amateur Sport, formed a committee of Members of Par- 
liament to study and evaluate Canadian participation in inter- 
national hockey competition. 


Mrs. Campagnolo said at the press conference announcing 
the Committee: “| believe it is time that we clearly identify 
these (Canada’s) responsibilities as well as the issues that 
Canadians feel are at stake when we compete at the inter- 
national level’. 


Senator Sidney L. Buckwold was asked to chair a committee 
of Members of Parliament drawn from the four major political 
parties: Armand Caouette, Social Credit; Roch LaSalle, Dr. 
Bruce Halliday, Progressive Conservative; Stuart Leggatt, 
N.D.P.; Gus MacFarlane and Dr. Victor Railton, Liberal. Derek 
Holmes, a former international player, coach and manager, 
acted as advisor to the Committee. 


The Committee met with over one hundred groups and indi- 
viduals between June and October, 1977, and received a 
large number of briefs. Further, it has analyzed the comput- 
erized results of a questionnaire sent to 12,795 Canadian 
citizens. Hearings were held in St. John’s, Quebec City, 
Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto and Vancouver. As well, the 
members held private interviews with various organizations 
and selected individuals connected with hockey. From this 
process, a series of options or recommendations has evolved. 


In reviewing the problems and challenges of international 
hockey, it became painfully obvious to the Committee that 
what is happening in the domestic hockey scene is a contrib- 
uting factor to our often disappointing performance and 
achievement in world competition. Both are a reflection of the 
single-minded development programmes for young hockey 
players in this country which are geared to the professional 
option. 


The Committee has also been made aware of the apparent 
lack of new and improved coaching techniques. It appears 
that our methods of coaching have not, but for some notable 
exceptions, progressed beyond the early fifties. 


Canadians must accept the somewhat shattering reality that 
countries other than Canada can produce good players and 
teams. To keep Canadians in the forefront of international 
hockey will require a bold new development concept encom- 
passing skills and attitudes for aspiring players. International 
hockey should not be considered an extention of international 
politics. If such a new approach is not taken, the halcyon days 
of Canadian hockey supremacy are gone. 


A brief chronology of Canada’s participation at the interna- 
tional level should provide a better understanding of the vast 
changes that have taken place and at the same time provide 
some of the rationale for the decisions and recommendations 
this Committee has made: 


e Post War Canadian entries in the World Championships 
were, for the most part, senior teams, more often than not, 
the winners of the Allan Cup. However, with the rapid im- 
provement of European hockey, it became evident that this 
format would not avoid embarrassing losses. 


e The National Team, formed under Father David Bauer, and 
spanning the years from 1963-1969, was a selection of the 
best amateur players available. This concept, which fos- 
tered academic as well as athletic excellence, was moder- 
ately successful. However, the inability to win a gold medal 
spelled its demise. 


e The reversal of an International Ice Hockey Federation 
agreement allowing professional hockey players to partici- 
pate in the World Championships of 1970 precipitated 
Canada’s withdrawal from the international hockey scene 
for three years. Many Canadians agreed that Canada should 
remain out of international competition until such time as 
it be allowed to be represented by its best players. It was 
generally accepted that if Canada were able to use its best, 
the professionals, the issue of Canadian supremacy would 
be confirmed. 


e What evolved from the series of 1972 was a narrow victory, 
but the myth of professional dominance was stripped bare. 
The Soviet National Team proved that it was more than 
competitive with our top professionals. 


e In 1974, a team of W.H.A. All-Stars played an eight-game 
series against the Soviet National Team. Despite a promis- 
ing beginning by the W.H.A., the Soviets prevailed in the 
final four games in Moscow. 


e A milestone in international hockey was reached in the 
Autumn of 1976, with the staging of the Canada Cup. This 
open tournament, with the six top hockey-playing nations 
participating, drew world-wide interest. Canada edged 
Czechoslovakia for the victory. The competitiveness of 
other countries only emphasized the overall improvement 
in European hockey. The challenge of not only the Soviet 
Union, but also of Czechoslovakia and Sweden, was to be 
reckoned with. 


e In sanctioning the Canada Cup, the International Ice 
Hockey Federation had demanded Canada’s return to the 
World Championships or the forfeiture of a $100,000 bond. 


e Team Canada ’77, composed of players from teams elimi- 
nated from further Stanley and Avco Cup play, was heavily 
and justifiably criticized, both at home and abroad, for its 
truculent style of play in Vienna. 


The criticism, coupled with the presence in Vienna of the 
Minister as a witness to the performance of Team Canada ’77, 
led to the decision to form this Committee. The recommen- 
dations presented by this Committee deal with the two major 
problems outlined to us time and time again: a National Team 
structure to represent Canada at all levels of international 
hockey competition, and alternative development program- 
mes for minor hockey players in Canada. It is our opinion 
that these are really two aspects of one problem. We submit 
these recommendations by topic with options which can be 
acted upon immediately and further suggestions which can 
bring about long-term improvements. 


Hockey Canada 


The general public expressed a great degree of dissatisfac- 
tion with and, we believe, misunderstanding about Hockey 
Canada. Most Canadians are not aware of its aims, purposes 
or functions. The 1969 Task Force on Sport recommended 
that a non-profit body, called Hockey Canada, be organized 
to operate and manage Canada’s National Teams. Inspired 
by the Government of Canada, the twelve man board of 
Hockey Canada is composed of three government appointees, 
one of which must be chairman, two Canadian Amateur 
Hockey Association representatives, two members from the 
public sector and one each from the National Hockey League, 
World Hockey Association, National Hockey League Players’ 
Association, World Hockey Players’ Association and the Ca- 
nadian Intercollegiate Athletic Union. 


The Committee rcommends that: 


e Hockey Canada issue a statement of philosophy and effec- 
tively publicize its mandate, structure and role. 


e Hockey Canada carry out its complete mandate by re- 
searching the societal issues of hockey (i.e. arena construc- 
tion, arena utilization, hockey schools, old-timers’ hockey 
etc.) and their impact on the total community. 


e Hockey Canada should continue, via its International Com- 
mittee, to co-ordinate Canada’s participation in interna- 
tional hockey at a national team level. 


e Hockey Canada should educate the public on the problems 
involved in international hockey. 


e Hockey Canada should attempt to have team rosters for 
World Championships extended from twenty-one to twenty- 
five players in order to have more flexibility in the use of 
players. 


e Hockey Canada should appoint a permanent National 
Manager and Coach. These appointees must have both a 
high degree of credibility within the hockey fraternity and 
be held in high esteem by the public at large. Both men 
would be responsible for the managing and coaching of all 
Canadian National Teams. In the opinion of the Committee, 
it is essential that there be continuity of coaching and 
management. It appears to hinder our performance when 
we must re-learn the lessons and experiences of previous 
competitions. 


e Hockey Canada should utilize specialists (i.e. medical, 
paramedical, psychological and travel specialists) to work 
with Canadian teams, when necessary. The continuity and 
previous international experience of such a group would 
be invaluable. 


e Hockey Canada should petition both Players’ Associations 
to have release clauses inserted into N.H.L. and W.H.A. 
players’ contracts, thus allowing the players freedom to 
play for Canada when available. Such a clause is already 
in the contracts of many foreign players such as the 
Swedes and Finns. 


e Hockey Canada make even more use of Canadian Embas- 
sies abroad and the expertise of the Department of External 
Affairs at home in preparation for games overseas. 


Team Canada 


Many suggestions were received for the make-up of a more 
effective Team Canada. These included many strong remind- 
ers to members of our National Teams that they represent 
Canada and Canadians and they must govern their behaviour 
accordingly. The Committee saw a great deal of merit in the 
following and recommends that: 


e Hockey Canada place with the National Manager and Coach 
of Team Canada complete authority for the discipline, 
tactics, etc. of Team Canada. 


e Hockey Canada ensure that the Manager and Coach utilize 
more effectively the vast reservoir of hockey people in 
Canada who have experience in international hockey. 


e Hockey Canada encourage the use of the most modern 
techniques of coaching and keep abreast of the complex 
and ever-changing mosaic of international hockey. 


e Hockey Canada utilize the technical services of a sport 
psychologist in its preparation for international compe- 
tition. 

e Hockey Canada ensure that the Manager and Coach, when 
choosing players, look not only at ability, but also at moti- 
vation, frustration tolerance and adaptability as some of 
the factors that must be considered. 


e The Manager and Coach attempt to limit the size of the 
group involved in travel in order not to divert from the 
serious commitment of all concerned. 


Olympic Team 

Canada has, after an absence of ten years (Grenoble, 1968), 
agreed to return to Olympic hockey competition. Now that 
Canada is represented by professionals at the World Cham- 
pionships, Canadians feel that Canada is ready to re-enter 
Olympic hockey competition. 


The Olympic Programme will provide an incentive to young 
hockey players who initially aspire to something other than 
professional hockey. 


The Committee recommends that: 


e Hockey Canada provide a greater degree of moral support 
and funding assistance to the Olympic 1980 programming. 


e Hockey Canada must allow its Olympic Committee to act 
with the same degree of autonomy that is afforded its 
International Committee. 


e Hockey Canada should ensure that every eligible Canadian 
hockey player be given the opportunity to try out for Olym- 
pic 1980. A special effort to recruit top junior, senior and 
university players should be made, including Canadians. 
attending American universities. 


e Hockey Canada should ensure that its constituent members 
deliver their best players for Olympic 1980. 


e The Olympic Committee should present to the Board of 
Hockey Canada a detailed programme outlining its plan 
for Olympic 1980. 


e The Olympic Committee should name prospective players 
and management by no later than September, 1978. 


Federal Government 


The Committee was besieged with complaints by many hockey 
fans, especially from Western Canada and Quebec, about the 
lack of national television coverage of W.H.A. games. It is 
appreciated that there are many reasons for this situation 
but, from the interest expressed, the issue should be reviewed. 
The Committee therefore recommends that appropriate fed- 
eral authorities petition the national television networks to 
include W.H.A. games involving Canadian teams as part of 
their televised sport programme. 


The Committee was especially impressed by the response to 
its questionnaire on the subject of government involvement. 
It is noted that 64% of those who responded felt the govern- 
ment should have a greater responsibility for Team Canada. 


It is the Committee’s opinion that the Federal Government 
has a limited, but important, role to play in support of Canada’s 
participation in World Competition. The Committee recom- 
mends that: 


e The Federal Government accept the fact that hockey has 
a special place in this country and that appropriate atten- 
tion be paid to it. 


e The Federal Government should recognize the important 
role that the Canadian Amateur Hockey Association plays 
in domestic hockey in Canada through a stronger financial 
commitment to the Canadian Amateur Hockey Association, 
especially towards the developmental aspect of its pro- 
gramme. 


e The Federal Government should make available to Hockey 
Canada increased funds for the purpose of providing finan- 
cial assistance to deserving student hockey players at 
Canadian educational institutions. 


International Ice Hockey Federation 


The International Ice Hockey Federation is the governing 
body for World Amateur Hockey and has representatives from 
thirty hockey playing nations. At the present time, Canada, 
through the Canadian Amateur Hockey Association, has one 
member on the Council and two delegates. The Council, which 
IS COmMposed of representatives from eleven of the major 
hockey nations, is the Executive Committee and, in effect, the 
decision-making body. 

The quest by the European federations to test themselves 
against all types of Canadian professionals is really just 
beginning. 

Canada must be willing to accept these challenges, but it 
must do so on an equal footing with its adversaries. The 
reality of our situation has not escaped the Committee. We 
know that Canada must continue to play in events where our 
best players are not always available. Nonetheless, Canada 
must attempt, by the several means outlined in our earlier 
recommendations, to ice only its best players for the compe- 
titions in which it is obliged to participate. 


It follows that, if only our most competent players represent 
us On the ice, then only our most able negotiators represent 
us at the international hockey bargaining table. Negotiations 
at the International Ice Hockey Federation Council level are 
a most important factor in the difficulties that Canada faces 
in international competition. Therefore, we urge that some 
re-alignment within Canada’s delegation at the International 
Ice Hockey Federation be made to ensure that all factions of 
Canadian hockey are heard. Specifically, it is recommended 
that the Canadian nominee to the Council of the International 
Ice Hockey Federation be selected by Hockey Canada and 
nominated and endorsed by the two Canadian delegates to 
the International Ice Hockey Federation Congress. 


Education 


The recurring theme of the hearings was the situation within 
junior hockey, where 15 to 19 year old junior players are 
neglecting their education while playing major junior hockey. 
Hockey in Canada is largely outside our educational system; 
in fact, hockey in Canada is often in direct competition with 
school. 


The Committee was made aware of the large number of 
Canadian hockey players who have been forced to accept 
athletic scholarships to American schools. They have done 
so because of the desire to continue their education at the 
university level, in addition to playing in a highly competitive 
hockey structure. Such conditions do not exist in Canada. A 
viable alternative to junior hockey is not generally available 
in Canada. This Committee has been distressed to learn that 
athletic scholarships of any kind are anathema within post 
secondary institutions in Canada. Because abuses of the 
scholarship system are well documented in other countries, 
a certain righteousness has arisen in Canadian universities 
which negates all the favourable aspects of the scolarship 
as a vehicle to encourage both academic and athletic pur- 
suits. Furthermore, it appears that hockey as a sport is given 
a lower priority within the athletic programmes of most post 
secondary institutions and the governing body (Canadian 
Intercollegiate Athletic Union) itself than many other team 
sports. 


Therefore, the Committee recommends that in grder to pro- 
vide an alternative for young hockey players, a study be 
undertaken into the feasibility of a National University League. 
Moreover, the Committee recommends that steps be taken to 
ensure that hockey scholarships be an acceptable, even 
laudable, avenue for student hockey players within the Cana- 
dian Intercollegiate Athletic Union and that Hockey Canada 
consider, with the government, means of financing scholar- 


ships and also assisting such hockey programmes. These 
athletic scholarships should not in any way adversely alter 
accepted academic standards. 


Junior Hockey 


Four areas of junior hockey seem to merit further appraisal: 
those of the player and his family; those of the community or 
communities in which junior hockey is played; those of the 
junior league and junior franchise operations and the struc- 
ture and hierarchy of organized hockey, whether it be in the 
neighbourhood playground, in professional hockey or in top- 
flight international play. 


It is to be noted here that all provinces require that young 
people attend school until at least the end of their 15th year. 
Despite this, and without compulsion, the average school- 
leaving age in Canada has slowly risen. The majority of our 
youth devote at least three years to further schooling after 
elementary school and most are at least 18 before they leave, 
either by graduating or by dropping out. 


Though most junior players are 18 or 19 years old, particu- 
larly in major junior hockey, a sizeable number are 16 and 
17. The “draft” carried out by the junior leagues and sanc- 
tioned by the Canadian Amateur Hockey Association takes 
place, of course, in the 15 to 16 year age bracket between 
midget and junior play. This ‘‘draft’’ results in the allocation 
of talent and gives the players a chance to earn a place on 
junior teams. Although there is, in the midget and younger 
categories, an ownership or “right to talent” tag on boys 
playing in organized competitive leagues across the country, 
it is the draft by juniors which establishes the ownership or 
the use of an individual’s talent for the next three of four 
years. This allocation or screening and constraining aspect 
of the midget draft is repeated each year in the junior drafts 
carried out by the pro leagues. Most boys who choose not 
to respond to the midget-to-junior draft are confined to minor 
junior hockey. They can also participate for high school, 
community college or university teams. 


The point of view of the player and his family cannot be 
easily categorized. It seems fair to say, however, that both 
the parents and their player-son get excited about the player's 
future prospects if he has shown promise in midget (or even 
bantam) play. The interest in having the boy continue in junior 
hockey is usually prompted by the hope that he can have a 
professional career. This is not necessarily a consequence of 
financial reward. In fact, a professional career, in addition to 
the money, looks attractive usually because it represents the 
pinnacle of achievement to many Canadians. 


During the last ten years, there have been a good many cases 
in which parents took extraordinary steps, including court 
injunctions, to have their boys placed in the locations where 
the hockey opportunities would be best. Despite these in- 
stances, parents (and managers and coaches in minor and 
junior hockey) almost always acknowledge the importance of 
‘“‘a good education’. The balance of evidence, however, indi- 
cates that the lure of a hockey career — and the opening to 
it through play in the best league with the best team — often 
has a greater influence than the need for a good education. 


When parents and players decide that moving up in the 
hockey world is what they want, they often fail to consider 
the implications of such a move. The hazard is that, in moving 
from midget to junior to professional, the drop-off rate is 
staggering. Many present themselves; few are chosen. Those 
who do not make it have to face going back and catching up, 
both at school and in the work world. For many, there is 
nothing for them but an uncertain future. 


Surprisingly few parents of hockey players and very few 
coaches and hockey executives ever consider the ruthless- 
ness of the midget and junior draft. They fail to recognize 
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how unfair it is to those who are not chosen. A player's 
unsuitability at age 15-16 or later at age 19-20 often gives 
no indication of his potential to become a fine hockey player 
as an adult. It seems important, because of the exclusiveness 
of the midget-junior system, that Canadian hockey authorities 
should foster as many other alternatives in hockey as they 
can. Players between 16 and 20 years of age need more 
opportunities outside junior hockey, such as a strengthened 
programme in high school, college, university and interme- 
diate play. 

In most Canadian communities, an amalgam of individuals 
and representatives of neighbourhoods, municipalities and 
hockey organizations raise and spend a great deal of money 
so that boys, particularly between the ages of eight and 15, 
can play hockey. The difference between a community with 
a major junior team and a community without such a team 
is not really significant at levels below junior play. One can 
easily, and mistakenly, assume that a community which 
sustains a strong minor hockey programme deserves to have 
a junior team, or at least an intermediate or senior team, to 
serve as the community’s sporting focus. Almost all major 
junior hockey operations are, however, entrepreneurial. The 
ownership is based upon a limited number of franchises hav- 
ing a bargained or bargainable value within leagues and the 
right of teams to obtain and control players until they reach 
the age of 20. 


This description of the situation should not detract from the 
value to many communities of having a junior team (in Sud- 
bury, Sault Ste. Marie, Flin Flon or Brandon for example). 
In communities such as these, the junior team is the focus 
of interest for many citizens and is supported by local govern- 
ment and business. 


On the other hand, it is very clear when one looks across the 
country, that the junior system shuffles promising players at 
the age of 16 from their home towns where they have devel- 
oped their skills to other communities which have been 
fortunate enough, through history, transportation or location, 
to have a major junior franchise. The Committee deplores 
this situation. 


The third point of view, that of the junior leagues and their 
franchises, is much muddled by factors already mentioned. 


Are junior franchises community endeavours? Are they noble 
opportunities for a boy to get an education plus an appren- 
ticeship for a lucrative professional career? Are they high risk 
entrepreneurial enterprises? Are they the link in hockey play 
and development between the mass enthusiasm of young boys 
and the necessary skills of the professional hockey league? 


The junior team owners maintain that this link is the explana- 
tion for the absolute need of draft money and the fairness of 
such payments in Canada. There is not a similar pattern for 
North American baseball, football and basketball. Most pro- 
fessional hockey franchises are held by Americans who look 
askance at the Canadian hockey system of draft payments 
for juniors. The Committee feels that there must be a better 
way for financing junior hockey than this present intimate 
relationship with professional hockey. It is odd, if not bizarre, 
that the Canadian Amateur Hockey Association sanctions 
the major junior leagues, even though these operations are 
clearly professional. In addition, the Canadian Amateur 
Hockey Association has turned over all disciplinary authority 
to the major juniors leagues. 


Also, these leagues are no longer national or regional-national 
in scope. Thus, some Canadian boys are directed by the 
midget draft and ownership provisions to live and play for 
junior teams in American cities. 


The fourth point of view, that of hockey’s hierarchy, seems to 
be in a state of flux. Part of this is due to the increasing use 
by the professional teams of foreign players, including Amer- 
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icans, in staffing professional teams. Many of these foreigners 
are groomed for professional play by American universities. 


It should be recognized that major junior hockey is a profes- 
sional operation. Hence the individual player should be able 
to bargain for the team of his choice, remuneration, or perqui- 
sites in education. He should also have some freedom to 
select where he will move when he finishes age-class hockey. 
Such a set-up would seem fairer and more ethical than the 
present system that often makes a chattel of an aspiring 
player. 


Educating, caring for and controlling minors falls under 
provincial authority. It is clear that if we are to have a more 
equitable system of player control between the ages of 16 
and 20 in Canada, then the provincial authorities in education 
and human rights must take some responsibility. Frankly, we 
are chilled by the thought of 16 to 19 years olds travelling 
scores of thousands of miles to play as many as 100 games 
a season, from Portland to Flin Flon or even from Windsor 
to Sault Ste. Marie to Ottawa. Do the entrepreneurial gains 
and the developmental worth of junior hockey justify such 
an exploitive arrangement? And what is the chief purpose 
of this arrangement? Is it to groom talent year after year 
for the professionals? Is it to make money for the owners? 
Is it a core endeavour for the community, or does it give a 

lot of boys a chance to have fun in good competition? 


We can see that junior hockey as it is organized may be a 
blend of all of these purposes, but the price is enormous, 
and the pressure on growing and still impressionable young 
men is great. Examples of bad conduct and poor sports- 
manship do not occur in a vacuum and the minor and junior 
hockey training systems must accept its share of responsi- 
bility in Canada’s international performance. 


The Committee therefore, recommends that an in-depth study 
of junior hockey be sponsored by the Minister of State, 
Fitness and Amateur Sport. 


APPENDIX 


COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL HOCKEY 


LIST OF COMMITTEE HEARINGS 


ST. JOHN'S, 

NEWFOUNDLAND — August 13 and 14, 1977 
VANCOUVER, B.C. — August 26 and 27, 1977 
TORONTO, ONTARIO — August 26, 1977 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO — October 3, 4 and 5, 1977 


MONTREAL, QUEBEC — October 6, 1977 
QUEBEC CITY, QUEBEC — October 7, 1977 
OTTAWA, ONTARIO — November 4, 1977 


PEOPLE INTERVIEWED BY COMMITTEE 


A number of people were invited to appear before the Com- 
mittee and/or submit briefs. In addition, there were numerous 
other submissions received by the Committee as well as inter- 
views held on an individual basis by Committee Members. 


Acland, Ann 
Almstedt, John” 
Aldcorn, Garry 
Andrews, David 
Anscome, Mike 
Bauer, Father David 
Bélanger, Yves 
Beliveau, Jean 
Berry, Brent 
Bertrand, Guy 
Blais, Jean-Jacques, M.P.* 
Botterill, Dr. Cal* 
Breau, Herb, M.P.* 
Burke, Bud* 
Campbell, Clarence 
Clarke, Bill 
Conacher, Brian“ 
Conlin, Paul* 
Courtois, E. Jacques” 
Dacres, John 
Darwin, Howard 
Davidson, Lloyd* 
Dawson, Earl 
Devine, Jack” 
Dryden, Ken* 
Dumont, Paul 
Eagleson, Alan* 
Ellis, Ron” 

Esaw, John* 

Ewin, Gordon* 
Ferrari, Jim 

Fisher, Douglas” 
Fisher, Red* 


*Briefs submitted 
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Fletcher, Don 
Fontaine, Frank 
Ganske, Dwight 
Gilbert, Doug 
Gordon, Donald M.* 
Goulet, Ray 

Green, Barbara 
Gross, George 
Guindon, Claire 
Hansen, Dr. Hal* 
Hatskin, Ben* 

Hay, Bill” 
Henderson, Waldo 
Hindmarch, Dr. Robert 
Houde, Gilles 
Johnson, Don S. 
Jones, Leonard C., M.P.* 
Juckes, Gordon 
Kearns, Dennis 
Krycska, Joseph, Q.C.* 
Kukulowicz, Aggie 
Kurtenbach, Orland 
Lang, Chris* 
Larivieére, Georges 
Lawson, Joanne 
Ledwell, Bill 
Lefaive, Lou 
Lessard, Arthur 
Martin, Donna” 
Masters, Jack* 
Miller, Allan 
Montgomerie, Duff 
Morrison, Scotty 


Mott, Morris* 
Mullock, Robert 
McLean, Alan S. 
McLenahan, Rollie 
Nadin, Bob* 
Neeld, Mrs. J. 
Noonan, Richard 
O’Malley, Terry* 
Panton, Jim 
Page, Fred 

Pagé, Pierre” 
Parsons, George 
Pinder, Herb C.* 
Pollock, Sam* 
Pound, Richard* 
Pugh, Robert 
Quinn, Peter” 
Regimbal, Maurice” 
Reid, Patrick* 
Renwick, Gordon ° 
Robb, Barry 
Robitaille, Jean 
Ross, Saul* 
schmalz, G.V" 
Shefsky, Sam 
Spring, Frank 
Tardif, Marc 
Taylor, Jim 
Thiffault, Charles 
Watt, Tom 
Wright, Harold 
Wylie, Torrance* 


International Hockey Questionnaire 


A questionnaire was used to sample the opinion of the Ca- 
nadian public and to assist the Committee with its recom- 
mendations. Forty Members of Parliament from across Can- 
ada and the Northwest Territories were asked to send the 
questionnaire to a sample of their constituents. Twelve 
thousand, seven hundred and ninety-five questionnaires were 
sent out and 1,958 returned (15.3% return). In addition, a 
number of newspapers ran the questionnaire and these results 
were also examined by the Committee. 


The results of the questionnaire are as follows: 


1 — In your opinion should Canada participate in international 
hockey? 
Yes 93% 
No 6% 
No answer 1% 
100% 


2— If you agree that we should participate, which is more 
important to you? 
To win 3% 
Tocompete 65% 
No answer 32% 


100% 


3 —In your opinion does Team Canada represent you as a 
Canadian when it competes? 


Yes 83% 
No 13% 
No answer 4% 

100% 


4 — In your opinion should Canada: 
Select Players for 
Team Canada when needed 40% 
Develop an Ongoing 


National Team 53% 
No Answer 7% 
100% 


5 —In your opinion which of the following are the most 
serious problems for Canada in international hockey 
(rank 1 to 5) 


Ranking 
Ranked When 
First By Weighted 
Team Selection 28% 3 
Team Preparation 24% 2 
Team Conduct 24% 1 
Rules and Officiating 13% 4 
Tournament Dates 11% 5 
100% 


6 — In your opinion are Canadian hockey players suited for 
international hockey in: 


Yes No No Answer Total 
Skills 88% 6% 6% 100% 
Attitude 45% 44% 11% 100% 
Conditioning 43% 48% 9% 100% 


7 — In your opinion should the Federal Government become 
more involved with Team Canada? 


Yes 64% 
No 32% 
No Answer 4% 

100% 


GLOSSARY 


HOCKEY CANADA 


A federally inspired body, founded in 1969 to organize and 
manage Canadian National Teams. 


NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE 


The oldest of the two major professional hockey leagues, 
founded in 1916, with 15 teams in the United States and three 
in Canada. 


WORLD HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 


The second major professional hockey league, founded in 
1971, with five teams in the United States and three in Canada. 


CANADIAN AMATEUR HOCKEY ASSOCIATION 
The governing body of amateur hockey in Canada. 


CANADIAN INTERCOLLEGIATE ATHLETIC UNION 


Union of Canadian universities designed to co-ordinate Ca- 
nadian intercollegiate athletes. 


INTERNATIONAL ICE HOCKEY FEDERATION 


The international governing association of national ice hockey 
federations. 


COUNCIL —the eleven member executive body of the 


International Ice Hockey Federation. 


CONGRESS — the representative body of the International 
Ice Hockey Federation, with two delegates 
per country. 


WORLD ICE HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIPS 


The world tournaments held annually for A, B, C, and junior 
competitions. 


CANADA CUP 
An open tournament held in 1976 in Canada. 


OLYMPIC ’80 


Canada’s Olympic Hockey Team for 1980 Olympics in Lake 
Placid, New York. 


TASK FORCE ON SPORT FOR CANADIANS 


An investigation into amateur sport in Canada at the national 
level, initiated by the Federal Government in 1969. 


CANADIAN MAJOR JUNIOR HOCKEY LEAGUE 


A union of the three major junior leagues in Canada; Quebec, 
Ontario and the Western provinces. 


JUNIOR DRAFT 


A system by which the two major professional hockey leagues 
select the best graduating junior players. 


MIDGET DRAFT 


The system patterned after the professional-major draft, 
where the Quebec and Ontario major juniors select the top 
midget players in their respective provinces. 


NATIONAL HOCKEY LEAGUE PLAYERS’ ASSOCIATION 
The union for National Hockey League players. 


WORLD HOCKEY PLAYERS’ ASSOCIATION 
The union for World Hockey Association players. 
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